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What’s
happening in 
and around 
Postville.......
Wissmann family to 
perform Dec. 27 at 
Presbyterian 
Church
Loren and Gloria Wiss-
mann and their 13 children 
will be performing at Com-
munity Presbyterian Church 
on Saturday, December 27 at 
6 p.m. They will be singing 
traditional Christmas Carols 
and other favorites.
City of Postville to 
close for holiday
The City of Postville 
is announcing the follow-
ing closings in conjunction 
with the Christmas holiday. 
All city offices will close at 
noon on December 24 and 
be closed all day on Decem-
ber 25 and 26. Regular busi-
ness hours will resume at 9 
a.m. on Monday, Dec. 29.
Schedule modified 
at Turner Hall
Turner Hall will be 
closed for food assistance 
and rental assistance on 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday in observance of the 
Christmas holiday. The hall 
will reopen for services on 
Monday, December 29 at 
9 a.m. The food pantry, al-
though closed on Wednes-
day, December 24, will be 
open Saturday, December 
27 from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
pantry was also open on 
Tuesday, December 23 from 
2-5 p.m.
Christmas program 
reset for Jan. 4
The Christmas Program 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
which was postponed due 
to the weather last Sunday 
has been reset for January 4. 
Watch next week’s paper for 
the time.
City Council
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
 Absolutely 
 the best 
 service in the 
 area.
 Monona
 563-539-2061
 Check 
 www.BIRDNOW.com
 or call  Toll Free 
 1.888.BIRDNOW
 (247-3669) for inventory & 
 more information or 
 stop by our Dealership! 
 You’ve got to get to our 
 place, you’ll like the
 way we treat you!
 Part of the BIRDNOW DEALERSHIPS
 in Monona, Fayette, Cascade, Jesup, 
 Oelwein & Independence. 
 Buick, Pontiac, Cadillac, Ford, Lincoln & 
 Mercury available at our Oelwein location.
 We’re Your 
 Closest Dealer
 Almost 600 New & 
 Used Vehicles at our 
 Dealerships!
PostvilleHerald-Leader
Wednesday, December 24, 2008
112 NORTH LAWLER STREET, POSTVILLE, IOWA 52162 • PHONE: 563-864-3333 • FAX: 563-864-3400 • SINGLE COPY: $1.00
News Email: phlnews@neitel.net •  • Advertising Email: phlads@neitel.net
ESTABLISHED 1992 • COPYRIGHTED 2008 • USPS 006-515 • VOLUME 12 • NO. 52 • 22 PAGES
U.S. Attorney’s Office files motion to keep former CEO in prison; 
outside parties show interest in buying the plant
Although Sholom Rubashkin and his attorneys have asked 
repeatedly that he be released from prison, the United States 
Attorney’s Office filed a motion in District Court on Wednes-
day, December 17 asking the exact opposite. The motion asked 
the judge to keep the former CEO of Agriprocessors in prison 
as, according to their written documentation, he is a flight risk. 
At the time of his original arrest, authorities found evidence 
in his home leading them to believe that, if released, he would 
leave the country. Among the items found was cash and pass-
ports belonging to his children. It is also believed that he was 
attempting to tamper with evidence when he was released from 
prison on the initial charges.
Arguments made at the detention hearing included the fact 
that Rubashkin has ties to a foreign country where he would be 
accepted as a citizen, namely Israel. The trial date is currently 
set for September 8, 2009.
Following the motion filed by the Attorney General’s Of-
fice, it is now up to the judge to make a final ruling on the mo-
tion. The decision is expected within a short period of time.
Several firms express interest in buying plant
Joe Sarachek, who is the bankruptcy trustee overseeing the 
proceedings at Agriprocessors, Inc., has indicated that about 
one dozen groups have shown an interest in purchasing an in-
terest in the plant. Sarachek confirmed that a company based in 
Boca Raton, Florida, Quantum Capital Partners, was the first 
to express interest to the Bankruptcy Court in purchasing the 
company. He made it clear, however, that this company is not 
the primary group he has been negotiating with. Some poten-
tial buyers, Sarachek said, have a problem with the criminal 
charges pending against the company. They have not, how-
ever, ruled out some sort of purchase agreement.
When filing his report, Sarachek said that the outstanding 
amount due to livestock and poultry producers is more than six 
million dollars. According to the Packers and Stockyard Act, 
the company is obliged to pay these producers.
Quantam plans, according to the documentation submitted, 
would be to pay off the creditors while, at the same time, leav-
ing some equity in the hands of the current owners; namely, the 
Rubashkin family.
Limited production at the plant began on December 3 and 
was expected to continue for at least another week. The pro-
duction has aided the saleability of the plant as during this time 
approximately three million  dollars in accounts receivable has 
been collected. The 200 workers who have been called back to 
work have received a portion of their back pay over the past 
several weeks.
Hundreds of residents enjoy soup supper, toy 
give-away during Hometown of Hope event
The Hometown of Hope 
Campaign was officially 
launched in Postville last 
Wednesday evening when 
over 250 residents and their 
families gathered at Turner 
Hall for a free soup supper 
and toy distribution.
Maryn Olson, who has 
been heading up the Postville 
Coalition, said, “This is just 
a wonderful sight. The out-
pouring of love is unbeliev-
able.”  As Olson and others 
directed those in need to the 
upstairs of Turner Hall they 
were greeted by 1000’s of 
toys, games, books, blankets, 
crafts, dolls, stuffed animals 
and clothing. Parents and 
family members were given 
15 minutes to “shop” for the 
perfect Christmas gifts for 
the children while the others 
patiently waited their turn 
downstairs. Members of the 
Orthodox Jewish Community 
were also given the opportu-
nity to chose items for their 
families as well as the Jew-
ish Festival of Chanukah was 
sent to begin on Monday.
Among those helping the 
family members shop was a 
group of teens from Deco-
rah, who had also donated 
many of the gift items. The 
youth group sponsored by 
the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Decorah spon-
sored a toy drive and commu-
nity service project this fall in 
their hometown of Decorah. 
A spokesperson for the group 
said the youth collected new 
and lightly used items for 
over a month  as they cleaned 
items that needed refurbish-
ing. Their sponsor said, “They 
would replace ribbons on 
bears, mend a broken arm, re-
place doll clothing and much 
more. They really got excited 
about being able to help these 
kids in need.”
Those in attendance also 
included a substantial num-
ber of members of Postville’s 
Jewish Community as former 
workers of Agriprocessors, 
community members, city 
leaders and religious leaders 
dined on Kosher soup pre-
pared by Mordy Brown, who 
manages the Kosher Commu-
nity Grocery just down the 
street from Turner Hall. The 
meal, totally prepared in ac-
cordance with Kosher laws, 
included 20 gallons of chick-
en, vegetable and barley soup, 
crackers and beverages. 
Bankruptcy Trustee Joe 
Sarachek was among those 
working in the kitchen serv-
ing soup to the multitudes. He 
also spent time visiting with 
displaced workers as he told 
them it is his ultimate goal to 
get the plant back up and run-
ning.
Red Ribbons were also 
distributed to anyone wishing 
to show support for those af-
fected by the raid and the fil-
ing of Bankruptcy at Agripro-
cessors. Those directly 
affected were encouraged to 
tie the ribbons on their doors 
or around trees in their yards. 
Others, wanting to show their 
support to those in need, were 
asked to take ribbons to wear 
on their clothing.  The ribbon 
campaign, Coalition spokes-
person Olson said, “Is to show 
solidarity within the commu-
nity and to draw attention to 
the town’s economic and hu-
manitarian crisis.”
It is the holiday wish of 
everyone in Postville, no 
matter if they are Jewish or 
Christian, that the plant will 
be sold to a responsible buyer 
and that life in Postville can 
return to normal.
Many people who or-
ganized the Hometown of 
Hope, along with those in at-
tendance, were able to see a 
glimmer of hope, following 
Wednesday night’s festivi-
ties.
Rev. L. Paul Ouderkirk 
of St. Bridget’s Church said, 
“The mood is improving. This 
is the happiest I have seen 
people here since this whole 
thing began on May 12.”
Council hears ambulance 
report;  requests from 
Decker and Menahem
The Postville City Coun-
cil, meeting in regular ses-
sion Monday evening, heard 
a report for Jerry Anderson of 
the Postville Area Ambulance 
Service.
Anderson said the Post-
ville Ambulance has been los-
ing money since the May 12 
raid at Agriprocessors.
He asked if the Council 
would consider giving them a 
monthly raise of $50 to help 
with their deficit. Currently, 
the City helps fund the ambu-
lance with a monthly contri-
bution of $650.
Anderson said, “Many 
people who have used the ser-
vice are just plain gone and 
we have no way to recoup the 
costs.”
Mayor Robert Penrod said 
the request would be taken 
under advisement and he 
asked Anderson to send Clerk 
Darcy Radloff the paper work 
explaining the losses they 
have experienced. He said, 
“We will pass this informa-
tion and the documentation 
on to the proper agencies. I 
am certain there will be help 
available. We cannot lose the 
ambulance service. It is very 
important to our community.”
Dave Decker, who  lives at 
131 East Tilden, spoke to the 
Nicole Vega chooses gifts for her children during the Hometown of Hope event held at Turner Hall last Wednesday 
evening.
Anastasia Warthen, 5, puts a puzzle together in the lower level of Turner Hall last 
Wednesday evening while her mother, Ginger, helps with the toy distribution during the 
Hometown of Hope event. Over 200 residents were able to choose toys, games, puzzles and 
clothing for their families thanks to the generosity of people from throughout Northeast 
Iowa and beyond. 
Pinny Brown enjoys a bowl of soup at the Hometown 
of Hope Soup Supper Wednesday.  All the soup was made 
by Mordy Brown manager of the Kosher Community 
Grocery.
See our
 holiday greeting
 section
 inside today’s paper. 
Greetings to all!
Council about the sewer back-
up he  had in his basement last 
spring. He said his basement 
was full of sewer water when 
the cap on his pipe was blown 
after a substantial rain.  He 
added that his water heater, 
which was less than five years 
old had to be replaced.
Decker was questioned as 
to why he waited for seven 
months before bringing the 
issue to the City. He said he 
debated about coming in as he 
was skeptical as to whether or 
not the City could pay.
Clerk Radloff suggested 
that Decker submit his claim 
to FEMA as it was during this 
time that Allamakee County 
was declared a flood disaster 
area. 
It was also suggested that 
Decker have a shut-off valve 
installed so this does not hap-
pen again.
Gabay Menahem, owner 
of GAL Investments, was 
present at the Council meet-
ing once again discussing his 
utility bills. 
A debate arose over wheth-
er or not the grant adminis-
With over 15 inch-
es of snow having 
fallen in the past 
week, man-made 
mountains like this 
one in Moore’s 
parking lot are vis-
ible throughout the 
city
